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resistance would be augmented; but if the dimensions of the section were
also doubled, so as to keep the proportions throughout, the advantage in this
respect would lie with the larger apparatus.
On the whole, I am of opinion that if it is desirable at the present time
to construct apparatus on the most favourable scale, so as to reach the
highest attainable accuracy, the modification of Lorenz's method last
described is the one which offers the best prospect of success. Before this
is done, however, it appears to me important that the value now three
times obtained in the Cavendish Laboratory by distinct methods should be
approximately verified (or disproved) by other physicists. To distinguish
between this value and those obtained, for instance, by Kohlrausch, by
Lorenz, or by the first B.A. Committee, should not require the construction
of unusually costly apparatus. Until the larger question is disposed of, it
appears premature to discuss the details of arrangements from which the
highest degree of precision is to be expected.